
  

The Range of Light National Monument  
 

The proposed Range of Light National Monument will protect 
the federal land between Yosemite and Kings Canyon National Parks. 
The land is primarily managed by the Sierra National Forest (SNF) 
and is 1.4 million acres (about twice as large as Yosemite). A small 
portion is managed by the Bureau of Land Management, the San 
Joaquin Gorge (nearly 7000 acres).  

Environmental Importance  
The monument lies in the center of the longest 

interconnected wilderness area in the lower 48 and between two 
major National Parks; for more than 150 miles, no road crosses over 
the range. By protecting the landscape at the center of it all, we will 
create a 1.4-million-acre interconnected habitat area (3 million acres 
when including the two parks). This is one of the most vital 

landscapes in the nation.  

Half of California’s native plant species live in Sierra Nevada, and 
more than 400 are found nowhere else on earth. This includes 26 
species of conifers and the infamous Giant Sequoia. These trees are 
champions in the fight against climate change, and they play an 
important role in protecting the planet as a whole.  In addition, 93 at-
risk species live in the area, 12 of which are on the endangered or 
threatened species list such as the Pacific fisher and the Great Gray Owl. 
The forest is also home to three major rivers: the Kings, the South Fork 
of the Merced and the San Joaquin River, which provide water for farms 
and drinking water for millions of Californians. 

Economic Importance 
The monument will create a refuge for people and wildlife that 

brings forth the best aspects of park’s management and retains the 
forest’s wild beauty and rugged freedom. It will halt commercial 
extractive abuse of the land, restore habitat for wildlife, provide 
recreation for people and revitalize a decaying trail system. This will 

have a positive effect on the local economy, bolstering jobs in restoration and recreation. Locally, Yosemite 
(which is half as large as the proposed monument) directly employs 5 times as many people in the summer 
and 9 times as many in the winter, as the Sierra National Forest. Protection puts people to work.  

About the Campaign 
Starting in 2013, this campaign was built from the ground up by Unite the Parks. It’s supported by 153 
businesses and organizations, the California Democratic Party, the Democratic National Committee, 11 
members of House, and the San Jose Mercury News. In 2019, 200 scientists signed a support letter 
providing the scientific basis for its creation. The project has been featured on NPR, 3R News, the Fresno 
Bee, National Geographic, the Merced Sun Star, the San Francisco Chronicle 2022, Outside Magazine 2023, 
and the Huffpost. In 2022, both the Sierra Club and the Coalition for National Parks and 300 former NPS 
employees endorsed the proposal. A bill was introduced by Rep. Speier in Dec 2022 with 11 cosponsors. 
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/etmiq7zuh1frfzb/sierra-national-forest-assessment-_-roads.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/etmiq7zuh1frfzb/sierra-national-forest-assessment-_-roads.pdf?dl=0
https://headwaterseconomics.org/wp-content/uploads/monuments-summary.pdf
https://www.unitetheparks.org/
https://www.cadem.org/our-party/standing-committees/body/Not-shortened-Consent.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/b575b9e5364b5673b6f9df3f1/files/c2b4bc54-57a1-45a8-870b-4f1fb9d03393/Resolutions_Packet_Final_Post_DNC_Meeting.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hr6bzmtvafrpt6i/San%20Jose%20Mercury%20Endorsement%20of%20Sierra%20National%20Monument.pdf?dl=0
https://0a997882-b343-4b8c-bf72-263dadfa7d35.filesusr.com/ugd/ce2365_775c8dc941874b82bd0754c37e0d9210.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xpywovducoj0yrn/NPR%20Report%20-%20One%20Woman%27s%20Quest.pdf?dl=0
https://3riversnews.com/deanna-wulff-why-a-range-of-light-national-monument/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/myh13lgd8m7holy/Campaign%20underway%20to%20turn%20Sierra%20National%20Forest%20into%20national%20monument%20_%20The%20Fresno%20Bee.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/myh13lgd8m7holy/Campaign%20underway%20to%20turn%20Sierra%20National%20Forest%20into%20national%20monument%20_%20The%20Fresno%20Bee.pdf?dl=0
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/article/inside-the-battle-to-save-a-sprawling-national-forest-in-california
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2o8qg3tsy3qc48m/Preserving%20our%20vision%20of%20the%20land%20in%20between%20_%20Merced%20Sun-Star.pdf?dl=0
https://www.sfchronicle.com/outdoors/article/Could-Yosemite-and-Kings-Canyon-parks-be-linked-17657483.php
https://www.outsideonline.com/adventure-travel/news-analysis/range-of-light-national-monument-california/?fbclid=IwAR0qzHHhUUPMMQNp24X3VeZfdIUiTlccrQHFyMqWIMyr8n4FsLQqDAqQtxY
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/parks-coalition-national-monument-report_n_625df336e4b052d2bd64f314?fbclid=IwAR3kNMeYfbVT-0UwtAKZS8ocC5aUwwWhs7dc3JQ0lU039gfgGYk1ZyopK_A
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/9600?s=1&r=1

